. 40.]     The conchtsioii of Johnson's poem.             195
Charles of Sweden, is, I think, as highly finished  a picture as can possibly be conceived.
Were all the other excellencies of this poem annihilated, it must ever have our grateful reverence from its noble conclusion ; in which we are consoled with the assurance that happiness may be attained, if we ' apply our hearts '' to piety :
'Where then shall hope and fear their objects find? Shall dull suspense corrupt the stagnant mind? Must helpless man, in ignorance sedate, Roll darkling down the torrent of his fate? Shall no dislike alarm, no'wishes rise, No cries attempt the mercy of the skies? Enthusiast *, cease;  petitions yet remain, Which Heav'n may hear, nor deem Religion vain. Still raise for good the supplicating voice, But leave to Heaven the measure and the choice. Safe in Plis hand, whose eye discerns afar The secret ambush of a specious pray'r; Implore His aid, in His decisions rest, Secure whnte'cr He gives He gives the best. Yet when the sense of sacred presence fires, And strong devotion to the skies aspires, Pour forth thy fervours for a healthful mind, Obedient passions, and a will rcsign'cl; For love, which scarce collective man can fill, For patience, sovereign o'er transmuted ill; For faith, which panting for a happier scat,-Counts death kind Nature's signal for retreat. These goods for man the laws of Heaven ordain, These goods He grants, who grants the power to gain; With these celestial wisdom calms the mind, And makes the happiness she does not find,'
above 600 Sermons on the harmony     in favour of Monarchy and bishops,
of the Evangelists.    Being unsuc-     he was plundered by the parliament
cessful in publishing his works, he lay    forces, and twice carried awayprisoner
in the prison of Bocardo at Oxford,    from his rectory; and afterwards had
and in the King's Bench, till Bishop    not a shirt to  shift  him   in   three
Usher, Dr. Laud, Sir William Bos-     months, without he borrowecl.it, and
well, and Dr. Pink, released him by     died very poor in 1646.    BOSWELL.
paying his debts.  He petitioned King        ' Psalm xc. 12.
Charles I. to be sent into Ethiopia,        = In the original Inquirer. etc., to procure MSS.  Having spoken
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